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Development Act of 2000. At the time
of its authorization, CERP was a plan
that envisioned over 60 separate modi-
fications to the old Central and South-
ern Florida Flood Control Project,
C&SF Project. It is clear to me that
CERP is an extension of the old Cen-
tral and Southern Florida Flood Con-
trol Project, C&SF Project.

The disastrous flood of 1947, which
followed a severe drought in 1945, and
the serious intrusion of saltwater gave
rise to a demand for a new and effec-
tive water management system. In re-
sponse to public demand, the Army
Corps of Engineers Jacksonville Dis-
trict conducted public hearings
throughout South Florida to collect in-
formation on how best to revamp the
water management system. A com-
prehensive report was prepared by the
Corps and submitted to Corps head-
quarters in December of 1947.

The report cited the problems of
flood protection, drainage, and water
control and determined that the St.
Johns, Kissimmee, Lake Okeechobee,
Caloosahatchee, and Everglades drain-
age areas composed a single system
and economic unit. The report included
a plan to deal with the problems of
water management. This plan became
the Central and Southern Florida
Flood Control Project, C&SF Project.

The C&SF project was approved by
Congress as a part of the Flood Control
Act of 1948. The stated goal of the plan
was to ‘‘restore the natural balance be-
tween soil and water in this area inso-
far as possible by establishing protec-
tive works, controls, and procedures
for conservation and use of water and
land.”” But this project worked too well
and caused far-reaching and dev-
astating environmental impacts.

In response, Congress directed a Re-
study to modify the C&SF Project and
to restore the Everglades and Florida
Bay ecosystems while providing for the
other water-related needs of the region.
The Restudy developed the Comprehen-
sive Hverglades Restoration Plan,
CERP, that was submitted to Congress
and authorized in the Water Resources
Development Act of 2000.

This chain of events shows that in-
deed CERP and its individual units are
part of the C&SF Project that has re-
ceived hundreds of millions of dollars
in Federal funding over the years. The
Corps fiscal year 2009 budget request
document states: “The C&SF Project
includes the Comprehensive Everglades
Restoration Plan (CERP).”

The language of WRDA 2007 includes
the term ‘‘Central and Southern Flor-
ida’” when describing the Indian River
Lagoon, Picayune Strand, and Site One
Impoundment projects. These projects
are a modification of an existing
project that remains under construc-
tion.

In its fact sheet for the fiscal year
2009 budget, the Corps states the fol-
lowing: ‘“The C&SF Project includes
the Comprehensive Everglades Res-
toration Plan (CERP)”

I also would note that in the Sec-
retary of the Army’s Annual Report for
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fiscal year 2007 on Civil Works Activi-
ties the following appears in paragraph
76: “CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN
FLORIDA, INCLUDING COMPREHEN-
SIVE EVERGLADES RESTORATION
PLAN”

I think it is clear that we do not have
a situation of separate projects in-
volved in CERP. CERP is a unified and
comprehensive continuation of the old
Central and Southern Project.

Senator MARTINEZ and I have filed
amendments to put the projects back
in the bill. The Florida Congressional
delegation made sure the projects were
fully funded and included in the House-
passed bill.

Therefore, when the legislation goes
to conference, I urge the leaders of the
full committee and the subcommittee
to consider this unique situation in-
volving these two components of the
CERP—the Indian River Lagoon and
the Site One Impoundment projects. I
respectfully ask them to keep an open
mind on this issue in conference and
would further add the House version of
the legislation would fund those
projects.

Now may I say a few words about
these projects.

Mr. President, I grew up on the In-
dian River Lagoon. It is a wonderfully
diverse area. The St. Lucie River and
the Indian River Lagoon are periodi-
cally devastated by discharges from
Lake Okeechobee and the areas sur-
rounding the estuaries. The local citi-
zens of Martin County have assessed
themselves to raise money to buy land
to be restored and used for reservoirs
for the project. So far they have spent
some $560 million. They have done their
part.

The Site One Impoundment project
will save water from being discharged
to sea and use it to benefit the
Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge
and provide benefits, including im-
proved water quality, to downstream
estuaries. It will also improve water
flow into the Everglades, protect local
water supplies, and provide environ-
mental benefits to Water Conservation
Areas.

These projects are vital to restoring
America’s Everglades. I again urge the
leaders of the Committee to consider
these facts in conference.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the fis-
cal year 2010 Energy and Water Devel-
opment appropriations bill provides
important funding for the Department
of Energy, the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers, and other agencies.

This bill starts to make good on our
efforts to develop new sources of en-
ergy—clean energy, that creates jobs
and cuts back on greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

The bill would provide $2.23 billion
for the Department of Energy’s energy
efficiency and renewable energy pro-
grams.

For many families in Illinois and
across the Nation, energy costs are a
big part of the budget.

Adding insulation, sealing leaks, or
upgrading the furnace can help fami-
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lies cut their energy bills by 30 per-
cent—sometimes more.

The weatherization program at the
Department of Energy has helped more
than 6 million low-income households
seal up their homes.

But many more families are eligible
for this help. The President has set a
goal of weatherizing 1 million Amer-
ican homes annually.

This bill includes $200 million to help
meet that target.

This bill also puts $200 million into
R&D to produce buildings that produce
as much energy as they consume.

And another $50 million is included
for the State Energy Program to help
States adopt new energy efficiency and
renewable energy technologies.

The bill increases funding for re-
search and development on clean en-
ergy technologies to power our cars,
homes, and businesses.

One of the most promising areas is
the $235 million dedicated to devel-
oping electricity and high-performance
fuels from agricultural and forestry
residues, municipal solid waste, indus-
trial waste, crops, and algae.

These homegrown energy sources
could help us reduce carbon emissions,
and the research on these fuels is cre-
ating economic opportunities in Illi-
nois and across the country.

And to bring alternative energies
mainstream, the bill provides $255 mil-
lion for R&D on solar energy, $85 mil-
lion for wind; $50 million for geo-
thermal; and $60 million for water
power energy.

To make use of all this new power,
we need to overhaul the Nation’s elec-
tric grid.

We need new transmission lines to
transport energy from wind farms to
population centers. We need more re-
search on energy storage so that elec-
tricity will be available when it is
needed, not just when the Sun shines or
the wind blows.

The American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act took a giant step toward
modernizing the electric grid and inte-
grating renewable energy sources.

This appropriations bill builds on
that effort, with $180 million to make
the grid more modern, reliable and se-
cure.

America gets more than half its elec-
tricity from coal. We have over 600
coal-based power plants—along with
many thousands of power and indus-
trial facilities—that all contribute to
greenhouse gas emissions.

Most of these facilities will remain in
service for 10 to 30 years to meet our
energy demands, and new facilities will
be constructed.

That is a reality. So we have to pur-
sue research and development into how
we can use fossil energy in a cleaner
way.

Funding programs within the Depart-
ment of Energy’s Office of Fossil En-
ergy will allow us to accelerate fossil
energy research.

The investments made in this bill
will help us shift to a clean energy



